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The hostage takeover at the home of the Japanese ambassador to Peru, which has become the
longest lasting crisis of its kind in Latin American history, shows no signs of nearing a resolution.
Little was accomplished in three sessions of "preliminary talks," which began Feb. 11 and ended
Feb. 15. Talks finally resumed on Feb. 20, renewing some optimism. The next move is for the
Guarantor Commission (Comision de Garantes) to draft an agenda agreeable to both sides for
formal negotiations aimed at ending the deadlock.
The crisis, now in its third month, began on Dec. 17 when about 20 rebels from the Movimiento
Revolucionario Tupac Amaru (MRTA) captured more than 500 guests at the home of Japan's
ambassador, Morihisa Aoiki. The rebels are still holding 72 persons, including Pedro Fujimori,
brother of Peruvian President Alberto Fujimori (see NotiSur, 01/10/97).
All remaining hostages are Peruvian or Japanese, with the exception of Bolivian Ambassador Jorge
Gamucio. Peruvian Foreign Minister Francisco Tudela and Agriculture Minister Rodolfo Munante
are among the hostages, along with six Supreme Court justices, five congressmen, several military
and police officers, and 19 Japanese diplomatic officials and businessmen. Following a meeting
between Fujimori and Japan's Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto in Toronto on Feb. 1, hopes rose
for a break in the stalemate (see NotiSur, 01/31/97).
The visit led to the preliminary talks, which began on Feb. 11, to prepare for formal negotiations.
They were the first direct contact between the two sides since Dec. 28. Peru's negotiator, Education
Minister Domingo Palermo, met with the MRTA's second in command, Roli Rojas, in a house
across the street from the ambassador's residence. Also present were the members of Guarantor
Commission, which has been mediating the preliminary talks. The commission includes Canadian
Ambassador Anthony Vincent; Juan Luis Cipriani, archbishop of Ayacucho; International Red Cross
representative Michel Minnig; and a Japanese government observer, Terusuke Terada.

Preliminary talks produce little
The hopes for a breakthrough were dashed, however, when the meetings produced no discernable
results and broke off on Feb. 15. "I believe that unrealistically high expectations were raised, because
the two sides have maintained their initial irreconcilable positions," said former deputy Carlos
Tapia, an expert in counterinsurgency. "What is positive is that they have agreed to keep talking."
The Lima press described the dialogue as "a conversation between deaf people," with neither side
willing to give ground. "The MRTA stubbornly insists on demanding the liberation of its imprisoned
members, a point that the government refuses to discuss," said sociologist Imelda Vega Centeno.
"Thus, if neither side changes its position, nothing can come of the talks."
The MRTA has dug in its heels and insisted that negotiations include the release of more than 400
members of the organization now in Peruvian prisons. The rebels also demand improvements
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in prison conditions. Speaking on Colombian radio, the MRTA's spokesperson in Europe, Isaac
Velazco, said the only solution to the conflict is "exchanging prisoners of war," and he added that
"if the Peruvian government wants a quick solution, they have to negotiate seriously, and if not,
then the MRTA has all the time in the world to wait for a real solution." Velazco said the MRTA's
position is that the hostages include high-ranking military officers linked to charges of torture.
They also include judges who were or are members of military courts "who sentenced thousands
of innocent people with no proof whatsoever of their guilt and without providing them the right to
defend themselves."
After no apparent progress for several days, meetings resumed on Feb. 20. For the first time, Nestor
Cerpa Cartolini, leader of the MRTA commando group, attended, along with Rojas. In addition
to Palermo, Rafael Merino of the Peruvian intelligence service (Servicio de Inteligencia Nacional,
SIN) represented the government. Cipriani described the talks as taking place in "a constructive
atmosphere," and said both sides agreed to meet again on Feb. 24. "The fact that Cerpa is directly
participating is a sign the proposals are much more concrete," said Fernando Rospigliosi, a Peruvian
political analyst. "I think the chances of a peaceful resolution are slightly better now."

Criticism of government negotiator
Meanwhile, government officials who requested anonymity expressed their "resigned skepticism"
regarding the effectiveness of Palermo, whose role has so far been "unproductive" and at times even
"harmful." These sources say he is too inexperienced to be in charge of the negotiations, and they
accuse him of deliberately prolonging the hostage drama "to boost his own image."
Other government officials expressed "indifference" to Palermo, saying that all efforts towards
striking a deal with the rebels are bound to fail, be it through Palermo or any other official, since
Fujimori's inflexible position allows no room for maneuvering. "As long as the rebels hold fast
to their demand for prisoner release and the Peruvian government opposes it and refuses to
even discuss it, the result will be the same and the crisis will continue regardless of who is the
negotiator," said one government official.
Some diplomatic sources also have told the press that differences have increased between Tokyo
and Lima regarding the best way to respond to the crisis, with Tokyo pushing for more concessions
to the MRTA than Lima is willing to give. Meanwhile, on Feb. 16 the Lima newspaper La Republica
released details of a plan supposedly prepared by Peruvian army intelligence to stage a rescue
operation at the Japanese ambassador's residence with US military support in case talks fail with the
MRTA. According to the newspaper, the plan projected that only a quarter of the hostages would
survive the operation, and 20 of the rescuers could be killed.
Fujimori carefully denied the existence of the plan but repeated his earlier statements that force
would not be ruled out if any harm came to the hostages. "That report saying the assault would
be done with the aid of US troops and that it would be executed in seven minutes is totally
false," Fujimori said. "But I repeat we are not ruling out force in the case which we have already
explained." Meanwhile, according to some reports, the rebels may be closer to dropping their
demand for the release of all their comrades in exchange for a considerable sum of money,
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safe passage out of the country, and some type of compromise over the improvement of prison
conditions.
However, Fujimori's position becomes more difficult with each passing day. He must resolve
the crisis peacefully without appearing to give in to terrorist demands. But without some
government concessions, a breakthrough is unlikely, since the MRTA seems in no hurry to leave
the ambassador's house empty handed. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 02/12/97; United Press
International, 02/13/97, 02/14/97, 02/17/97; Associated Press, 02/15/97, 02/17/97, 02/21/97; The Miami
Herald, 02/17/97; Reuter, 02/15/97, 02/17/97, 02/18/97, 02/21/97; Spanish news service EFE, 02/15/97,
02/17-21/97; The New York Times, 02/21/97)
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